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PREFACE.

Tue following brief Dissertation was originally
delivered as a Lecture before St Bavin’s Lopee,
EopmweurcH,chiefly with a view to the instruction
of the Junior Members, many of whom had ma-
nifested a strong desire to be further informed
concerning the Nature, Origin, and Objects of
the mysteries into which they had recently been
initiated.

It is now published by the unanimous desire
of the Brethren,* who have been pleased to
consider, that the views of Free-Masonry there-
in exhibited, may not only prove interesting and

instructive to the Craft generally, but may also

* Excerpt from the Minutes of St David's Lodge, Edinburgh,
(See end of Preface.)
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#
assist in correcting many mistaken and absurd
notions entertained concerning the Order, by the
uninitiated public.

With regard to what are properly termed the
Mysteries of Free-Masonry, the Public in gene-
ral must of course remain in profound igno-
rance ; but to inform them concerning its nature
and purposes, is a duty which Free-Masons owe
to themselves, and to this information, every in-
dividual is undoubtedly entitled, before he is
invited to participate in the rites of initiation.

In propounding the views of Free-Masonry,
contained in the following pages, the Author
may reasonably be asked, Why he has not quoted
the respective authorities by which these views
are supported, in so far as they are matters of
History ? In reply to this, it may be stated in
the first place, that formal quotations, particu-
larly from the Ancient Classics, are in general
unsuitable to the nature of a popular address,
such as the composition in question, was origi-
nally intended to be: and, secondly, that the
Author did not write with his authorities before
him, but rather attempted to give the result of
general impressions, derived at different periods
of time from a variety of sources, to many of

g
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which he had neither leisure nor opportunity
particularly to refer.

The learned Masonic reader will, however,
find in the following Authors, ample materials
for forming his own opinions on the subject of
Free-Masonry, viz. Herodotus, Strabo, Plutarch,
Arrian in Epictet.,, Meursius in Eleus. Myst.
The Article Eleusinia in the Encyclopaedia Bri-
tannica ; Josephus’ Jewish Antiquities ; Robert-
son’s History of Ancient Greece, &c.

LXCERPT from the Minutes of St David's Lodge, Edinburgh,
17th November 1829.

« The Worshipful Substitute Master read a Lecture on the Ori-
« gin, Objects and Utility of Free-Masonry, which called forth the
« warmest praise, not only of the Brethren of the Lodge of Saint
« David's, but of the whole of the Right Worshipful Masters of
« Lodges, Heads of Deputations, and Visiting Brethren present.
« Whereupon, the unanimous thanks of the assembled Brethren
« were voted to the Worshipful Substitute Master for his able Lec-
« ture, and he was requested to allow it to be printed and circulated,
« as well for the instruction of the Craft, as for the information of
¢ the uninitiated.”
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LECTURE

ON THE

ORIGIN, &c. OF FREE-MASONRY.

|

I treating of the purposes for which Free-Masonry
was originally instituted, it is not my present inten-
tion either to sketch a history of the Order, or to
quote formally from the various Ancient Authors
whose works contain allusions to that subject. I shall
rather attempt to convey general impressions, derived
from such sources, with a view to answer a very na-
tural and important question, frequently put, not only
by the public, but by brethren, recently initiated into
the Masonic mysteries—What is the use of Free-
Masonry ?

At the same time, I shall state nothing as fact, but
what is well known to my more learned brethren, to
be established by unequivocal testimony, and nothing
as matter of opinion, but what may be legitimately
derived by analogical deduction, from the facts under
discussion.

Concerning the aera of Free-Masonry, history does
not inform us ; and as might be expected from the
nature of such an Institution, no regular authentic
history of it has come down to us,
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That it can with truth lay claim to a very remote
antiquity, is however altogether certain; and it may
perhaps be sufficient for our present purpose to state,
that it can be distinctly traced to the first century
after the flood, by indications sometimes faint indeed,
and few, and widely scattered, athwart the records of
ancient time, but always too legible and distinct to
be mistaken or misapprehended by those who are
conversant with the true spirit of our sublime mys-
teries.

In the advancement of a community from barba-
rism to civilization, the pIvisioN or LaBour marks an
important wra. It is chiefly from this point that arts
and sciences, and a taste for what is not only conve-
nient, but elegant and ornamental, begin to be culti-
vated. Among the various arts which naturally arise
at this period, that of Architecture must, for obvious
reasons, hold a prominent place, inasmuch as it in-
volves an extent of general information, not necessary
to a knowledge of any other of the arts of life. There
seems to be no doubt that the laws of Perspective,
Mechanical Philosophy, and Geometry, the essence of
both, derived their birth from Architecture.

The first architects, therefore, were probably the
most learned men of their times, and, as such, it is
extremely natural to suppose, that they would form
themselves into an association for their mutual bene-
fit and improvement—to cultivate mutual friendship,
and to instruct and be instructed in their common
profession, and the sciences subservient to it.

Such was, in fact, the first simple origin of the ve-
nerable institution of Free-Masonry, an Institution,
which, in its subsequent progress, extended itself over
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the whole civilized world, which has come down to
us through a long series of ages, and which will doubt-
less reach forward through all future time.

But though the study of Architecture, and those
branches of science and art more immediately con-
nected with it, was the primary object of Iree-
Masonry, it aspired even in its infancy to a far loftier
and ampler range: Astronomy, and other branches
of Natural Science, Ethics, Theology, Music, Sculp-
ture, Poetry,—all the science, all the literature of the
times, every department of human knowledge, be-
came the subject of Masonic investigation.

The secresy of I'ree-Masons in relation to the mys-
teries of their order, may be satisfactorily accounted
for upon a variety of hypotheses. It was natural for
men situated as the first Masons were, a light amidst
the darkness of surrounding ignorance, to endeavour
to confine to themselves, for their own benefit, that
knowledge which they themselves had undergone the
labour of acquiring. Nor was this sentiment so illi-
beral as we might at first be inclined to suppose, when
we consider that they were ready to impart the same
knowledge to every well qualified individual who
sought regular admission into their order, by partici-
pating in their rites and ceremonies, and contribut.
ing his share towards the objects of the Institution.
This, however, will scarcely be sufficient to account
for the sanctions of peculiar awfulness by which these
mysteries have ever been guarded. We will not re-
quire to go back to the records of antiquity to learn
the fact, that amongst an ignorant and barbarous
people, extraordinary mental endowments, and supe-
rior knowledge of the laws of nature, are always
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dangerous, and often fatal to their possessor. There
seems to be a natural tendency in ignorance to dread
the power which it cannot comprehend, and of which
it does not see the limits. And history testifies to
the humiliating fact, that superior wisdom and wvir-
tue have often been mistaken for the operations of
infernal agency, and visited with the frantic ven-
geance natural to superstition and barbarism.

From considerations of this nature, we may rea-
sonably infer, that the solemn obligations of secresy
mmposed by the first Masons, and those under which
we ourselves have received the rites of initiation,
were necessary, not only to the existence of Free-
Masons as a body, but to their personal safety as in-
dividuals, But even these precautions of secresy
have frequently been followed by eflects precisely
opposite to those which were expected from them.
Free-Masons have been persecuted under the sus-
picion or the imputation of being enenies to religion,
and to the established political institutions of nations ;
they have been branded as atheists and blasphemers,
as men guilty of strange and unnatural crimes, “ who
hate the light, because their deeds are dark,” who, in
their midnight assemblies, hold horrid mockery of
God and sacred things, and practice all manner of
revolting obseenity and damnable inversions of the
order of nature. Even in our own country, and in
this enlightened age, it is a solemn fact, that indivi-
duals are to be found uncharitable and credulous
enough to accuse our mysteries of a connection with
the occult sciences! A superstitious imagination be-
lieves it has discovered among the implements, the
devices and the secrecies of Masonry, magic-wands,
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